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Saabs have always enjoyed a reputation as solidly built, safe cars, but
a convertible was a new departure. lt was an instant hit in California
and across the world, combining smart l ines with a superb soft top.
In turbocharged form, it was also a serious performance car.
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" ...refi ned and comfortable, "
"lt's a breeze to lower the snug-fitting power soft top and soak up the
sun, but the Saab is not just about posing. lt's a very nimble car in its

own right-it does the'/umile in 15.7 seconds-and it's
refined and comfortable to ride in.
though the wind noise is notably
louder than in the sedan. There is
some cowl-shake and vibration, but
the 900 benefits from an essentially
safe front-wheel drive lavout."

Tasteful wood inserts give the cabin a classy
feel and the upright driving position affords
a good view for roofless driving.



saab 9OO COIiIVERTIBLE L-- l
The 900 sedan could hardly be called beautiful, but that's not true
of the Convertible. Swedish quality plus safety-conscious engineering
and design integrated perfectly with U.S. soft-top technology.

Turbo engine

The avai labi l i ty  of  Saab's most powerfu l  16-valve turbo engine
made the 900 Convert ib le the star  of  the Saab ranoe. Bv usino

a Garret t  AiResearch T3 turbocharqer,  the twin-?am 
-enqin6

produces at  least  160 bhp and ca-n go as high as 185 6hp.

High specif icat ion levelsU.5.-designed soft top

IBody sty l ing opt ion

The car p ictured here
has the aero body
package, comprised
of a large f ront  spoi ler ,
s ide ski r ts ,  extended
rea r  va l ance  and
pol ished al loy wheels.

The sof t  top and i ts  e lectro-hydraul ic  mechanism
were suppl ied by the American Sunroof  Company,
acknowledged as the wor ld leader in the f ie ld.
The roof  i tsel f  is  ra ised by an electr ic  motor
and hvdraul ic  c i rcui ts.

Just i fy ing i ts  cost ly  pr ice tag,  the Convert ib le
has an abundance of  standard eouioment
embel l ishments,  inc luding a power sof t  top,
leather t r im, heated seats and cruise contro l .



Strengthened bodyshell

Saab's decis ion not  to f i t  a
rol l -over bar looks great  but
reouired substant ia l  under-
body re inforcement.  There
are 2- inch-high steel  rocker
panel  re inforcements,  p lus
transverse members beneath
the rear seats and behind the
backrests.  The A-pi l lars have
secondary upr ights and the
windshield is  st renothened.

Incl ined windshield

The 900 sedan was noted for  i ts  very upr ight  windshield
In order to make i t  funct ion bet ter  wi th the sof t  top.  the

Convert ib le 's  windshield is  raked back by an extr i  four
inches,  which also makes i t  look more at t ract ive



UNtrlEFI THE SKIN

All-around coil springs

THE PGIWEFI PACK

TTTtr
ln-l ine four

Cast-iron block and
aluminum headKing of the turbos

By the mid-1980s, Saab had sorted out
the turbo lag problems of its early units
and tuned its 2.0-liter fuel-inlected four-
cylinder into a state-of-the-art engine.
The Convertible had '16 valves, in which
form it was very powerful at 160 bhp
with a catalyst and 175 bhp (without

emissions equipment). In the U.S., a
Special Performance Group package was
available to boost power by 5 to10 bhp,
while in Europe there was also a limited
edition version with the 185-bhp engine
from the 900 Carlsson,

15-valve
configuration

\
Catalytic

converter

Chopped top
Removing the roof of

a sedan inevitably
compromises the
rigidity of a car

so Saab used
substantial steel

reinforcements in
the rocker panels,

under the seats and in
the doors and windshield.

In other respects, the Convertible
followed the specification of the

sedan. Transmission choices were
a five-speed manual or Borg-

Warner three-speed automatic.

Little extras
The Saab 900 was a quirky

and indiv idual is t ic  choice

as a sedan but  h ighly

desirable as a convert ib le.
The best version is a late-
model turbo, perhaps

with an Aero body
sty l ing k i t  and a Special
Performance Group
mechanical  package.The 900 Convertible completely transformed the image of the 900 model.

0-60 mph
5.8 sec.

6.0 sec.

7.5 sec.

powEn
190 bhp

t ,

286 bhp

WEIGHT

3,380 lbs.

3,329 lbs.

FORD THUNDERBIRD
TURBO COUPE

BMW M6

131 mph
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160 bhp


